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You can also find this information on our website, npqg.org/membership

Purpose:

As stated in our by-laws, our Guild provides fellowship and educational opportunities to 
the members for their continued growth as quilters. We offer meetings with a wide variety of 
programs offered by well-known quilters as well as our guild members. In addition to our 
programs, we offer workshops, special interest groups, a retreat and a range of additional quilt-
related activities.  We choose programs and activities to include and provide inspiration for 
many levels of quilters, from beginning to advanced skills.

A Brief History of the Guild

The guild was formed by 11 women who were students in Carol Jo Seapker’s quilting 
class at CCAC: Ellie Boette, Donna Boucher, Patty Bowles, Dee Cariota, Marilyn Colerich, Mary 
Lou Dunlop, Pat Krotzer, Carol Jo Seapker, Dolly Simons, Janet Stinson, and Merry Kay Strohm.  
Mary Lou is still with us! The first meeting was held on May 26, 1981. By September of 1982, 
our name was selected, bylaws were written, dues were collected and our first fiscal year 
begun. The newsletter was started in 1986 and in 1993 the guild was incorporated as a non-
profit entity. Meetings have been held at Northmont Presbyterian Church, Kearns Spirituality 
Center and currently at Berkeley Hills Lutheran Church. The times, places and members have 
changed, but the guild is still dedicated to the promotion of quilt making, the fellowship of 
quilters, and community service.

Meetings:

The guild meets from September through May, usually the first Tuesday of the month at 
the Berkeley Hills Lutheran Church, 517 Sangree Rd., Pittsburgh PA  15237. The January and 
February meetings are currently held on Zoom.  Invitations are sent via email to any of our 
Zoom events, including the January and February meetings if you are a member and have 
provided your email address.  Accessible Entrance: The church’s main (side) entrance has steps, 
but there is a flat entrance at the back of the church.  

In June, our annual banquet is held at a venue chosen by the Members-at-Large. The 
new officers are installed at the banquet. In July, we hold a picnic in North Park. In mid-August 
we hold a workshop and Quilt ‘n’ Wilt at Berkeley Hills Lutheran Church.

Dues:

Members pay their dues annually prior to the start of the guild year in September.  Dues 
should be paid by August 15. If paid after August 15, up until the September meeting, a late fee 
will be added. If dues are not paid by the September meeting, the member will not be in good 
standing and will not be included in the guild directory.

Dues payment includes: all programs, in-house workshops and activities, the picnic, 
August workshop, a newsletter, and guild pin. Not covered by dues are the banquet, workshops 
provided by outside presenters and the retreat.

Guests may attend 2 regular meeting, not including outside speakers or Zoom events.
before joining.  If the guest joins after January 1 of the current guild year, the due are prorated.

http://www.npqg.org/membership


Membership List:

A list of all members in good standing will be emailed to all members in the fall.  
Members who want a paper copy of the list can print it out. Notification of corrections and 
updates to the list will be sent periodically. Changes to information given in your registration, 
including email address, should be sent to the Membership Chair.

Name Tags

To encourage getting acquainted, every member is asked to wear a name tag of their 
own design. If you forget your name tag, paper substitutes are available at the greeter’s desk for 
a quarter. Members who remember their name tag are given a ticket when they sign-in, which 
enters them in a drawing for the ‘donations’ made by the members without a name tag. Guests 
and new members are given a name tag to wear that evening.

Newsletter:

Each member receives a monthly emailed newsletter. It includes a description of the 
upcoming program, information about future programs, and additional activities, including non-
guild events of general interest to our members.  Occasionally an additional issue will be sent 
regarding a special event or change in schedule. Members who do not have an email service can 
request a paper copy of the newsletter.

Officers

The elected officers of the guild are the President, Vice-President (who will become the 
President the following year), the Secretary, the Treasurer and two Members-at-Large. The term 
of office is one year (July 1 to June 30), except for the Treasurer, whose term is two years.  The 
Nominating Committee, led by the Vice-President, presents a slate of officers at the April 
meeting.  The election is held at the May meeting and the new board is installed at the guild 
banquet and annual meeting in June.  The elected officers (the Executive Board) are the voting 
members of the board.  The immediate past president of the board sits on the board as well, 
but is not a voting member.

The Members-at-Large are YOUR representatives.  If you have a question, a suggestion 
or a complaint and don’t know who to tell or ask, or do not wish to speak in person, contact 
them. One of their jobs is to serve as a point of contact for the board.

Tell Us What You Think

We want to hear your ideas and interests! Feel free to approach a board or committee 
member directly, or a member-at-large (as mentioned above) or send an email.  Board and 
Committee members are listed on our website: npqg.org/about-us.html.   We all have different 
interests and experiences.  Join us in crafting the guild you'll love.

http://www.npqg.org/about-us.html


Committees / Chairpersons

The committees contribute to the smooth operation of the guild by taking on particular 
responsibilities, listed below. Although service on a committee is not required of a member, it is the best 
way to become involved in the guild and get to know others.  The President appoints the Committee 
Chairs. Volunteers are always welcome. More complete descriptions of the scope of each committee can 
be found in the Policies and Procedures document on our website, npqg.org.

Names of Committee Chairs can be found on our website: npqg.org/about-us.html

Our Committees include:

o Program:   Responsible for planning and setting up the program portion of each meeting, both in-
person and Zoom and also responsible for the annual picnic. During the current program year, the 
program committee is working ahead to arrange the following year’s presentations. The Program 
committee is responsible for contact and contracts with outside speakers.

o Activities and Education:   Works with the Program committee to provide additional educational 
opportunities and coordinate other activities of interest to the membership, including in-house 
workshops.

o Membership:   Responsible for maintaining the current membership list, including addresses, phone 
contact information, and email for each member. The membership chair makes this information 
available to the members of the guild. They work with the Treasurer to keep track of and process 
membership dues.

o Hospitality:   Organizes Fat Quarter (see specifics below) at each meeting, including setting up the 
refreshment table, providing coffee and tea, as well as paper goods needed and clean up.  They also 
help to set up the annual picnic.

o Community Service:   Plans and coordinates the guilds’ community service projects for the year. 
Traditionally, the March meeting is devoted to Community Service, but more projects may run 
throughout the year.  Projects change from year to year.

o Newsletter:   The newsletter editor is responsible for gathering relevant material, organizing it into an 
appropriate format and sending the resulting monthly newsletter to the membership. Contributions 
to the newsletter from the membership are gratefully accepted!

o Fundraising:    Coordinates fundraising activities throughout the year.  They also hold a Cup and a 
Quarter raffle at the monthly in person meetings.  Fundraising activities may change from time to 
time or may be special one-time events.  

o Historian:   Documents the history of the guild’s activities by collecting articles, newsletters, minutes 
and photographs taken of guild activities.

o Sunshine:   Sends cards to members for illness,  special occasions or other reasons as may arise. 
Sunshine also coordinates memorial gifts made in the name of a guild member or close relative.

o Website:   Our webmaster  maintains and updates the guild website, which provides information 
about the guild and its activities. The website is npqg.org .

o Greeter:   Registers members at meetings and greets guests, providing them with information about 
the guild.  Also provides the member present count at meetings.

o Facebook:   Our monitor maintains our Facebook page, which is our main social media presence: 
North Pittsburgh Quilters Guild. It is a closed group for members and approved visitors. 

o Nominating:   This committee is appointed each year and works with the Vice-President to present a 
slate of candidates for the annual board election in May. Generally active during March and April.

http://www.npqg.org/
http://www.npqg.org/about-us.html


NPQG Terms

Quilt ‘n’ Wilt / In-House Workshops

Typically held 4 to 6 times during the year at Berkeley Hills Lutheran Church, full days, on 
Saturdays. The Quilt ‘n’ Wilt is a chance to sit and sew, undisturbed, for the day, with your quilty 
friends or take advantage of the large space and tables.  The Workshop portion, offered at the 
same time,  is usually led by a guild member and includes instruction in a variety of techniques.  
The workshop portion is generally a half-day presentation with opportunity to practice with 
assistance from the presenter as needed.  Lunch is pot-luck.

Retreat

Organized by a volunteer, the guild offers a two- or three-day retreat in the spring in the 
Slippery Rock area. A good time is had by all! The cost of the retreat is not covered by the guild, 
but worth every penny.

Fat Quarter

This is our social break during the guild meeting or workshop / Quilt ‘n’ Wilt.  Members 
bring snacks and treats to share, keeping in mind to balance sweet, savory and gluten-free 
options which are placed on the hospitality table.  It’s a great chance to get to know your fellow 
guild members.  Any food not eaten must go home with you at the end of the event  The church 
does not want our leftovers.

Banquet 

Held in June at a separate venue, it is a delicious meal to share with friends as we 
recognize the outgoing leadership and welcome the new. Guild members pay for their meal.

July Picnic

Held just for fun, it’s a pot-luck meal to relax.  It is held at one of the pavilions in North 
Park. May include games and activities, depending on who’s in charge that year.

August Workshop

Topics vary from year to year.  It is a full day in-house workshop. Members may suggest 
topics to be covered.  Pot luck lunch.

Show and Tell

At each regular meeting, members bring in their work to share.  Sometimes there is a 
special subject (ex: bring in your holiday quilts.) It is 100% non-judgmental, supportive and feel-
good, guaranteed!

Quilt Show

Every two years (typically in even numbered years) we put on a quilt show. It’s a massive 
undertaking, with lots of opportunities to volunteer.  It will be the subject of many 
announcements at our meetings, in the newsletter, on the website and on Facebook. You won’t 
be able to miss it. It’s a great place to jump into guild activities. All skills welcome!

Treasure Chest

Treasure Chest is a major fundraiser for the guild. It is basically a quilter’s garage sale 
held during the Quilt Show.  Listen for calls for donations, worker-bee help and, of course, 
support it with your purchases.



Cup and a Quarter

This is our monthly fundraiser. The Fundraiser committee chair puts together a number 
of items to raffle off during the meeting.  Tickets can be purchased in the vicinity of the 
Greeter’s table.  What is raffled off and in what format changes, but it is always good, 
inexpensive fun.

Special Interest Groups 

This is a new work in progress! Some guild members who are interested in a particular 
technique or skill can form small groups that meet outside of the regular guild schedule. Tell us 
what you’re interested in….someone else might be interested too!

The Free Table

There is a table of free things at each meeting.  You can bring donations to place on it or 
take some donations home! Bags of scraps are welcome.

SDK 8/24  SDK 8/25  ST 8/25


