
      

 North Pittsburgh Quilters Guild
     July 2026 Newsletter

President’s Message

Hello Guild members!  I hope you’re all having a wonderful summer. We waited 
long enough for it! Summer activities includes picnics - and our guild’s 
picnic is around the corner. Hope you can join!  

The banquet dinner was lovely.  Good food and a lovely delicious cake. Thank 
you Lisa Sauer and Joann Davis for coordinating it. At the dinner, I read a 
thank you card that I want to tell you about, for those of you who were not 
at the dinner. Hillman Cancer Center at Saint Margaret’s Hospital said  
“Thank you so much for the caps for our patients . They are beautiful and so 
thoughtful. Our patients  love them!”  Very nice to receive that 
acknowledgment. Your community service was appreciated. 

Guild Picnic Tuesday July 7
The picnic will be held at Beveridge Shelter, North Park, South Ridge Drive, 
Allison Park.  It’s on the road that runs by the pool. It’s on a one way 
road, at an intersection, on the left. Slow down, don’t miss it or you’ll be 
circling again (done that, but only once!)

It begins at 3pm with Bingo.  Bring your lucky chips and your game face for 
some competitive Bingo with friends. Prizes are waiting!

Please bring a dish to share, before dinner snacks if you like, and a drink 
of your choice, and stuff to share at the free table if you are so inclined! 
Water will be available.  Chicken will arrive at 5 pm with the working folks 
for dinner.

Activities ahead of us include:
Handwork Night, July 16 at 5:30 at Panera Bread(next to Goodwill on McKnight Rd.)
Quilt n’ Wilt Workshop Saturday, August 15, 9am-3pm at the Berkeley Hills 
Church.  More details at the end of the newsletter.  

Board meetings are being scheduled August 11 and Sept 29. They are at the 
back entrance to the church in a conference room at 7 pm. All are welcome. 

Off to a new “Quilt Guild Year”! See you soon!

Teri Tuminello ~~ President 
***************************************************************************
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More Guild News 

At the banquet we received the favor of the first ever North Pittsburgh Quilt Guild complete membership 
booklet with pictures! Thanks to the hard work of Tracey Zigo, Lisa, Sauer,  and JoAnn Davis a directory 
was printed for each member. Teri Tuminello will have these directories at the picnic if you weren’t at the 
banquet.

Long term member Julia Laughlin has passed away right before the banquet. Her picture in the 
membership directory shows her current activity, and she is a Quarter Century club member as she joined 
in the early 2000s. We will remember her for her love of making doll clothes and fixing old dolls and 
teaching Quilting and crafts at community college for the Department of Aging.

Since there is no meeting in August, our September meeting will be a "glad to be back",  prepare for the 
upcoming quilt show and have an extended "Show and Tell" for your summer projects.  Take some time to 
tell us more about your project’s pattern, fabrics, challenges, and what makes it special to you.

Also if you have any quilted treasures, although not recent, that you would like to tell us about-this is the 
opportunity.  I have a quilt my gramma worked on around 1950-60 I’d like to show . 

Looking at your quilts is always a favorite part of the meetings, and this is your time to shine and share 
your stories!

Carnegie Library is planning a quilting documentation event on October24 (10-4) and have offered us a 
table to promote the guild.  If anyone wants to spearhead this in communication with Emily Kubincanek, 
quilt historian at the library, please contact Teri Tuminello.   You don’t have to be a board member to do 
this project- just an interest in documentation.

Louise Silk is opening a one-person exhibition:  

Dayenu: It Would Have Been Enough
July 17th through September 5th
The Brew House The Brew House is located two blocks from the loft at 711 South 21st Street
Opening July 17th 6:00-8:30
Gallery Hours Wed & Thursday 2-7, Friday & Saturday 11-4
Blog: https://bubbewisdom.com/blog/

****************************************************************
Programs
Below are the upcoming quilt programs planned for the year.  There are a few slots left to fill.

September 1, 2026  --- Glad to be Back. no speaker.  

October 6, 2026
Zoom and in person, zoom presentation 
My Design Process from concept to Quilt  with quilt artist Tina Curran, from California. 

November 3, 2026
Zoom and in person, zoom presentation
Wiggles and waves: free form curves with
Karen Eckmeier owner of the Quilted Lizard
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January 5, 2027
Zoom only zoom presentation
Oompah! Accordion half square triangles with
Beth Helfter of Eva Paige quilt design
We will also have a workshop on Jan 23rd from around 11-3 on the same topic

April 7, 2027 tentatively
Nancy Hershberger in person! And on zoom Lecture on landscapes?
Possible workshop to follow on Wednesday the 8th

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
September 7, 2027
Zoom and in person, zoom presentation 
Flying Colors lecture Timna Tarr 

Lisa Sauer  ~~ Programs
****************************************************************
Treasure Chest

The donation deadline is August 1st. For last-minute donations, please call or text Alice Gibson (412-606-
8311) or Sally Taylor (412-916-2105) to arrange a drop-off or pickup.

Sewing Machines for FREE!
The Treasure Chest committee has decided not to sell the 2 machines that were donated. If no one wants 
them, they will be given to the Salvation Army.

The first one is a JANOME MEMORY CRAFT 6500. It comes with an extension table. It is missing the 
foot pedal/cord (can get on Amazon for $25) and all accessories except the foot that’s on it. I used my 
Janome cord to make sure it runs, and it does. 

The second machine is a ELNA ENVISION 8006 - all attachments are in the photo. I have misplaced the 
instruction book, but it is available online. 

If anyone wants either of these machines text Alice Gibson at 412-606-8311. If multiple people are 
interested, I’ll draw a name from a hat. I can bring the machines to the picnic or drop them off the lucky 
recipient’s house. 

      

Alice Gibson and Sally Taylor ~~ Treasure Chest

****************************************************************
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Membership

Another year, another time to renew your NPQG  membership and pay dues.  Annual dues are $35.00 if  
paid by August 15 and $40.00 thereafter.  Attached is a membership form you can mail to the Guild or 
bring with you to the picnic on July 7 at North Park. You will find the form at the end of this newsletter. 

Anne Shearon ~~ Membership
***************************************************************************
Treasurer's Report – Newsletter June 2026

As of 6-26-26 the total income for the month of June was $650 (dues, donation, banquet, raffle tickets). 
Total expenses as of 6-26-26 were $1,795.31 (storage, banquet, programs). In addition I purchased stamps 
in the amount of $48.80, which was not reflected on the May report due to the timing of the report.

The budget is being finalized and will be presented to the board in August and the membership in 
September. A year end report will be presented to the membership at a later date.

First National Bank made a contribution of $100 to our Quilt Show. We have only been a customer of the 
bank since November 2025. I gave the McKnight Road office 10 raffle quilt tickets.

Any questions regarding the finances can be made to me, Sandra Schott.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Schott ~~ Treasurer

***************************************************************************
August Quilt n’ Wilt Workshop: Fabric Landscapes

Mark your calendars for our full day workshop on August 15 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the church. We will 
be making landscapes. I will be teaching basic fused techniques, but if you so desire you can add hand or 
machine stitching as well. The machine stitching can be added later, at home, so you do not need to bring 
a machine for the workshop. Only bring your machine if you might want to work on another project too.  
Or better yet bring handwork and leave that heavy monster at home. 

There are 3 ways these can be finished and it's good to know which you want to do before you start.
 
First choice: It can be mounted on a small stretched canvas, the same way we mounted the fabric collage 
technique Judy taught.  I will be bringing 11 X 14 inch canvases that will cost $3, if you don't want to go 
buy one yourself.  This finishing method does not require a backing.

Second choice: You can mount it in a picture frame. If you're going to use this method, you will need to 
bring your own picture frame. There are just too many options for frames for me to pick one. You can 
plan on using a frame with the mat that usually comes with the frame, making the landscape smaller.  Or 
you can not use the  mat and have the landscape fill the whole frame. Mat or not mat, the frame needs that 
backing board that goes behind the print or photo that usually goes in the frame.  There must be 
something hard behind the landscape.  An empty frame won't work.

Third choice: You can border and bind it like a normal quilt.
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Fabric:
What kind of fabrics to bring:  This is a big topic.  You can choose to go realistic or not. You can bring a 
lovely gradated sky or a yellow polka dot sky. You can bring realistic trees and stones and all that, or you 
can go all solids. You can bring fabric with something realistic but not landscape-y: One of mine has fussy 
cut clock faces as one of the mountain ranges. If it seems too much to figure that out right now, bring a 
whole bunch of fabrics and colors you like.  Be sure there is some punch in there. Just like any other quilt, 
you need some contrast. I will be bringing some fabric that is pre-fused, good for detail. If you're totally 
unsure, you can't go wrong with batiks, tone-on-tones, small textures and solids. This is also a good time 
to use some of that great hand dyed or painted fabric you don't quite trust to be colorfast. The landscape 
will never be washed.

Landscape itself: You will need a background for the landscape. It's easiest to think of this as your sky. 
You can choose to make this landscape any time of the day or night. Depending on how you choose to 
finish the landscape you could need up to a half yard of background: There are no other exact 
measurements.  You will want some fabrics that are the whole width of the landscape.

Backing: You only need a backing if you are going to finish it as a normal quilt (#3 above. Best to bring a 
half yard.

Batting: You will be building the landscape on the batting, so you want it to be the same size as your 
backing.  Some ways of finishing take more or less.  You will probably go home with left over batting.  
Use a firm batting, not puffy and NO fusible batting.

Fusible: Bring some of whatever you like. You won't need tons.  I'll have extra if you run out. 

A small iron and a pressing pad will help, also teflon-type sheet.  I will have some.

I will bring perle-type threads for big stitch, should you want to try that, and sashiko-type needles to 
accommodate the perle.

Paper, pencil, eraser and fine-ish point marker: Bring a couple/three of sheets of paper bigger than your 
finished quilt. Tracing paper works well.

If all of this sounds confusing, I will bring my samples to  the picnic so you can see what I'm talking 
about before you pack your stuff up for the workshop.

AND ONE MORE THING: At the quilt and wilt we will have a small mock judging (don't bring quilts.) 
Carol will include some information about the judging room jobs in this newsletter. If you are interesting 
in volunteering for the judging, it will give you an idea of what needs to be done. If you just want to see 
what happens to a quilt during judging, it will take out the mystery and you'll see the whole process. You 
can ask anything you want, an opportunity you won't have on judging day.

Call or text me with questions:
Stacy 610 357 9646

***************************************************************************
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NPQG Quilt Show

Hello everyone.   I hope your quilts are getting done and you are ready to submit your registration form to 
Sandy    Remember, your quilt does not need to be quilted for the photo you are submitting.   Don't wait 
until the last minute.  Note, please review the Entry deadline: August 10, 2026  section on the 
registration form regarding postmark regulations if mailing your entry.  It's important if you want it to 
reach Sandy on time.

Below are the main volunteer lists for the show.   Please consider volunteering for the empty slots that are 
remaining.   Contact Maura Newell to add your name to the list.

Following the volunteer lists is the descriptions for the volunteers that we need for judging, hanging and 
take down for the show.   Please review the jobs and contact me directly if you are interested in filling any 
of the positions.  We need to have all of these spots filled in order to have a successful show.

Thank you in advance for volunteering.  Remember, this is your show and your help will make it 
successful.  Please contact me or Tracey if you have any questions.

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Also, just a reminder there is a Quilt Show meeting scheduled for July 15 at 7 pm, Berkeley Hills in the 
lounge.   All final things need to wrapped up at this meeting.  Please try to attend. 

Carol Beck and Tracey Zigo  ~~ Quilt Show

Quilt Show volunteer sheets:
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Quilt Show volunteer sheets:
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Quilt show position descriptions:

Judging day

Scribes  (need 4 morning and 4 afternoon)– as the quilts are being judged, the typical responsibilities of 
the scribes are:

 Recording judge’s comments as they evaluate each quilt.
 Writing down both positive observations and suggestions for improvement.
 Ensuring comments are captured accurately and clearly so they can later be shared with the quilt maker.
 Maintaining confidentiality and impartiality throughout the judging process.

A scribe needs:
 Fast and legible handwriting or typing skills
 Good listening skills
 Attention to detail
 Familiarity with quilting terminology
 Professionalism and discretion

The written comments produced by the scribe are typically returned to the quilt entrant after judging so they can 
learn from the feedback and understand the judges’ decisions.

Quilt Handling Team  ( need 6-8 volunteers)
 Verify quilts as they are received on judging day.
 Organize quilts by category
 Prepare quilts for judging and hanging
 During judging, move the quilts to and from judging areas, present quilts to the judge, handle quilts 

carefully and keep judging areas organized.
 These positions are generally on your feet for 8 hours moving quilts back and forth from judging table to 

hold tables and category tables.  There is a lunch break.

Hanging Day – need as many people as possible.  More is better.  
You do not have to be a guild member to help on hanging day.  You can bring family members, friends, 
anyone who is willing to help.

 We will also need help to attach description cards to the quilts once they are hung.
 We will also need help attaching the award ribbons to the quilts once they are hung.
 These two positions do not have to be assigned until the day of hanging.  We will just choose from people 

who have volunteered.  
 Will need someone to assist with vendors today.   They will be setting up their booths starting at noon.  
 Everything will need to be completed by 5 p.m. 
 The preview show will happen at 7 p.m.

Volunteers –  We need all the positions covered.  You will receive free admission only if you are on the 
list to volunteer.  

Take Down Day – Sunday
Again we will need as many people as we can get to move this along quickly.  This will not happen 
until 4 p.m. when the show closes.  Most likely will only take 2-3 hours to complete.

****************************************************************
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Newsletter prepared by Sally Taylor July 2026
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