North Pittsburgh Stay-at-Home Row Quilt
Part 6: Houses
Hello Everyone! Welcome to the sixth installment of this row
quilt. I hope it’s fun. (And not too frustrating. No one needs
extra frustration just now! )
I have repeated the housekeeping notes from the first four
installments below, in case you want a refresher or are starting
new. (The repeated part is now in italics.) If you don’t need
them, go ahead and skip to page 2 to begin the blocks.
First, some housekeeping:
1. I have done my best to write correct and clear instructions,
but if you find a mistake or have any questions, please let me
know at skoequilt@aol.com.
2. Fabric requirements: This quilt is meant to be scrappy. Very scrappy. Every block in it can be different.
For example: there are 6 flower blocks in there and every one of them can be made with different
fabrics. This is a make-do quilt.
For that reason, there are no overall yardage requirements given except for the sashing (5/8 yard),
border (1 yard) and binding (3/8 yard). And if you want to scrap them up too, that’s OK!
3. I have included two sets of instructions. You can choose what you want to go with.
The first set is how I would make the blocks. If you have another way that you are comfortable with, by
all means use that. Personally, I struggle with accuracy with any block that has a diagonal seam in it,
which, face it, is just about every block in this quilt. No matter how careful I try to be, I end up distorting
that diagonal seam and my block is never ever square. My solution to this situation is to make all my
units a little bit bigger than they need to be and trim them down to size after I’ve sewn that diagonal
seam. So that is the way I have written the first (main) set of instructions. I hope you find them helpful.
The second set is the Alternate Instructions. Generally, they are a little wonkier, maybe a little more freeform, than the first, more traditional, instructions. If you think you may be interested in the second set,
read the whole thing before you begin as they will often have different cutting directions and fabric
requirements.
4. The overall quilt size is 46 inches by 63 inches, including the 5-inch border. All the blocks are 3-inch, 6inch or 9-inch. If you want the finished quilt to be a different size, you can add or subtract blocks or leave
out or repeat rows or make the sashing and borders different sizes.

Row 4: Houses
Time for the houses! We will be making a row of 4 houses to go between our trees. Each house will
finish to 4 ½-inches by 9 inches.

IMPORTANT: The photo below shows what is needed to make 2 houses. So you’re going to need twice
as much fabric as the photo shows in order to make 4 houses. (Sorry! Poor planning in the photography
stage.)
1. You will need:
Houses:
• For each door: One 2 x 3-inch rectangle.
• For each house: Two 2 x 4 ¼-inch rectangles and one 2 x 2inch square.
• For each roof / sky sections: One 3 ½-inch square for the
roof, and one 3 ½-inch square for the sky.
You will also need:
• Two 5-inch squares of sky fabric
• Two 5-inch squares of grass fabric
Subcut these squares into 2 sections:
• 5-inch x 3 ½-inch
•
5-inch x 1 ½-inch
2. Lay the main house pieces as shown at left and sew
together.

3. To make 2 half square triangles for the roof/sky sections:
Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on the backs of
one of your sky squares.
Pair this square with a roof square, right sides facing.
Sew ¼-inch on either side of the drawn line.
Cut on the drawn line.
4. Press open. If the colors of your fabrics permit (i.e. no shadowing
through) press the seams on one of the half square units to the dark
and one to the light. It makes them fit together better in the next
step.

5. Trim down to 2 ¾-inches square.

6. Orient them as shown in the photo.
Stitch half squares together and stitch
on to the houses.
7. Now for the grass and extra sky.
We’re going to give our houses a little
extra character. We’re going to use the
pieces sub-cut from the 5-inch squares of sky and grass. Working on two
houses at once, orient as shown in the photo at right. One house will
have the smaller piece of sky and one will have the larger piece. Do the same with the grass pieces,
only in the opposite positions. The house with the small sky will get the large grass, and the house with
the large sky will get the small grass.

8. Before stitching the houses together, trim each down to 9
½-inches tall. Don’t worry, really, about what gets cut off…
things don’t have to line up exactly.
9. Stitch all your houses together and add the trees you
made last time and voila!

Wonky Houses

•
•

A few thoughts:
• These little houses are going to take more fabric than you
think.
• Don’t think of them as blocks. Think of them all together as
a pieced strip that measures 9 ½-inches by 18 ½-inches
(finished to 9-inches x 18-inches) that happens to have some
houses in it. My strip has 3 houses…whatever fits.
• I am going to give you the measurements used in one
house, just to give you an idea of how I did it, but then you’re on your own. It’s kind of improv.
And it’s actually a lot of fun, very freeing. No matter what size or proportion you make the
parts, as long as you stick to the basic elements (door, house, roof, sky) people will recognize
almost anything as a house. And of course you don’t have to stick with the basics. As long as
what you make fits into the space for it in the quilt, you’re OK.
One thing that happens when you’re piecing like this is that the thing you’re piecing often grows
too big, too fast. Pump the brakes every now and again. Remind yourself it can’t be taller than 9
½-inches.
When you’re making the houses, you don’t need to add sky / background to all of the left and
right sides of the house as you’re going along. One of the things it’s fun to play with is how far
apart the houses are. You might want to have 2 houses share the side strip rather than each
house having its own. Hold that thought for later.
1. So here’s what you need: A pile of fabrics. Some of
what is in here are as small as left over charm squares,
up to maybe 9 or 10-inches square (sky fabrics.)
2. Start with the door. Mine is 4 ½-inches x 1 ¾-inches.

3. Next, pick out the house parts that surround the door.
Mine were about:
Left: 5-inches x 2 ½-inches
Right: 5-inches x 1 ½-inches
Top: 5-inches x 2-inches.
Notice that all the angles aren’t 90 degrees and the door doesn’t have to be
in the middle. Also notice that the top piece doesn’t look long enough, but it
will be OK when the seam allowances are taken up joining the 3 pieces
below.
4. Sew the house/door unit together and select a
fabric for the roof. Mine is 5-inches x 3-inches.
Notice that the angle of the top piece of the house is
wonky….that’s OK. We like wonky.
Go ahead and sew it together.

5. Now select your sky. I think I started with
squares that were at least 5-inches square,
which is way bigger than you need HOWEVER
you will want the sky to continue above the
peak of the roof….not just end at the peak,
like you would want in a regular flying goose.
AND extend far enough to the sides to give
you something to trim up later.
NOTE: in the photo to the right, the sky is not
sewn on, they’re just laying there to show the general idea and audition
the angles.

•

the extra roof fabric away if you want.
Repeat on the other side.

6. Now we are going to put the sky on
using the stitch and flip method.
We’ve done this before:
•
Place the sky where you think
you want it.
•
Stitch the seam.
•
Flip the sky out. You can trim

7. Add the side sky. My pieces started at about 8-inches x 2-inches. The
only real rule here is they need to be long enough to go at least
¼ - to ½ - inch above the peak of the roof.
If the house is not straight that’s fine…accommodate the angle with your
side sky. See the picture of the big house on the right below.
As you can see, mine are a little bit if-y in this department. You could cut
another set of pieces, if you have enough fabric. OR you can lower the peak
by chopping a little bit off the bottom of the house….
And here you have the house, more or less.

•
•

Look below for some details of the assembly:
• The little house at left is not tall enough to make the 9 ½-inch height, so I
added some random sky.
• The big house on the right is almost too tall...the peak will go to the
seam…so I chopped the bottom off a little so I wouldn’t cut off the peak.
ALSO note that the roof overhangs the house a little. I put the sides on the house before I added
the roof / sky unit.
I cut a much taller piece for the roof so I could make the roof really pointy.
I wanted the little orange house to be crowded between the others, so it does not have its own
sides. I pieced the house and roof / sky unit directly to the sides of the other 2 houses so they
shared one side instead of
having two different sides in
the space between the houses.

HAVE FUN!

