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North 

Pittsburgh 

Quilters 

GUILD – 

definition of 

the word 

guild – an 

association 

of persons of 

the same 

trade or 

pursuits 

formed to 

protect 

mutual 

interests 

and 

maintain 

standards.  

Thanks for 

being a 

member! 

 

 

 

Our October goodies for Fat Quarter will be provided by Nancy Maddock, Deanna Smith, 
Harvene Lynch, Jamie Miller, Audrey King, Kathy Batykefer, Sue Orleman and Tricia 
McSorley.   We thank them. 
                                                                                                  Sylvia K. Lnn 
 
 
 

Dear Fellow Quilters, 

As the days get shorter and the nights get chillier, it’s time my sewing 

machine gets warmed up.  Last Saturday as it rained all day, I quilted all day 

(while doing laundry).  I was inspired by a “modern quilt” on Pintrest and 

had to give it a try.  I really don’t care for most of the modern quilts but this 

one spoke to me plus I didn’t have to buy a thing.  Out came all the fabric I 

needed just waiting in my stash.  I had no plans to make this quilt – it just 

happened.  I bet some of you have had this same experience. 

Speaking of Pintrest, it is a really cool site for creative ideas, and covers just 

about any subject that interests you.  I highly recommend you check it out 

if you haven’t already.  Let’s start a column in the newsletter of websites or 

blogs you recommend.  Just send to Clarice your favorite and tell us why.  

Don’t forget our “suggestion envelop”.  We will address every comment. 

I went to Little Foot quilt shop in Evans City and met the mother and 

daughter that are doing our program in October.  The shop is beautiful and 

the mother is a riot.  I’m sure they will have a fun and informative program 

for us. 

Back to my “warm” machine, Donna 

 

http://www.npqg.org/


 
THE NPQG QUILT  SHOW   IS SCHEDULED  FOR   APRIL 25, 26, 27    2014 

 

This is your show.  We need your help to make it a success! 

The Quilt Show Committee is hard at work preparing for this event.  The expense to produce this show is $8,600.  

This amount includes rental of show space, rental for quilt racks, raffle license fee, award ribbons, cash awards, 

dream baskets, entry forms, insurance, 2 judge fees, pre-show party, raffle tickets, programs, publicity/posters, 

and the cost of the raffle quilt.  This is THE MAJOR FUND raiser for our GUILD and is done every other year.  

Funds raised from this event help defray costs of guest speakers, meeting space rental and many other guild 

sponsored items and events.  We must also reserve enough money in our treasury to be able to sponsor another 

quilt show in 2016.  This subject will be addressed at our October meeting. 

Hopefully you have started your quilt for the show.  If not, possibly it is in the planning stage.  Some items to 

keep in mind would be – What do these judges look for?  Some things are Appearance (clean, pleasing, square 

– Design/Color harmonious colors, good value contrast to create pattern, unity, balance/proportion, 

rhythm/movement, distribution of lights and darks, creativity, focal point, repetition of color/fabric creates 

unity. 

Piecing – precisions/intersections, points, thread color, straight lines/smooth curves, shadowing 

Applique – invisible stitch or complementary, thread color, stitches small and close/well applied, smooth 

curves/sharp points, shadowing 

Sashing and Borders – Long, straight seams remain straight, scale and design, even width, miters, enhance 

appearance of quilt, multiple borders frame piece 



Quilting – Hand or Machine – Even, consistent on front and back, stitch length even in length, curves or straight 

lines enhance the design of the quilt, straight lines/smooth curves, fills space well, visible markings, starts and 

stops/knots/thread nests, distortion caused by quilting, all-over quilting design neither adds to nor detracts 

from the quilt, (Machine) retracing is accurate 

Binding – Uniform in width, in proportion to quilt, batting full to edge, tight, small stitches, 90 degree corners, 

miters sewn closed 

If you are having your quilt judged, you will receive a  +Strength,  - Needs Improvement   S Satisfactory and 

possibly some additional comments regarding your efforts. 

Speaking from my personal experience, I did not want my quilt judged but was convinced to do so.  I am not an 

award winning quilter.  I aspire to create something I would be proud to use or give.  I joined the guild to improve 

my limited skills and find friendship with people of similar interests.  I definitely found the right people – now I 

just need to work harder on the sewing.  On my quilt entry, I found the judges to be encouraging in my efforts 

and gave constructive criticism on what I need to improve.  Clarice 

 

2012 NPQG DREAM BASKETS 

 

 

Calling all NPQG Members – As you know, our biennial quilt show is right around the corner.  The quilt show 

committee has been meeting, planning, and working behind the scenes. 



We plan to have a raffle with assorted dream baskets.  The dream basket themes are:  A Quilter’s Dream, 

Everything Pittsburgh, Beginner Quilter, Happy Holidays (icludes all holidays), The Pampered Quilter, Knitting 

and Crocheting, and Anything Goes.  Depending on what we receive, the basket themes are subject to change. 

We Need your support and generosity to help fill the dream baskets.  Starting at the next meeting, there will be 

an “empty” dream basket in which you can place your donations.  Each month we will specify a basket theme 

for collection.  At the October meeting, we will be collecting “Pittsburgh themed items”.  For example:  

Pittsburgh team sports (Steelers, Pirates, Penguins), anything black and gold’n ‘at.  Use your imagination!  We 

will also be collecting quilting and sewing notions, gift certificates, books, rulers, patterns, fat quarters, buttons, 

etc…  We will appreciate whatever you can contribute. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  Tricia and Paula 

From 2012 NPQG Quilt Show                Remember this?                                                     

 

 

FUND RAISING NEWS – Hello Quilters! 

I am writing again to remind you about our Live  

Christmas Auction on December 3rd – it seems a long way off right now but the way time is flying these days, it 

will be here before we know it!  If you are making anything to auction off, I am assuming you are working 

on it or will be soon – I know I need to get started on my project, too.  Next to our Show in April, 
this auction will be our second biggest fund raiser for the year, so we’ll need everyone’s help and cooperation 

in this effort.  We plan to have great food and liquid refreshments and lots of fun.  Bring any good but still 



useable items, food, anything quilting related, or some service you can provide to our members.  Eleny Maul 

and I will be organizing the evening and we will need some volunteers.  Your help will be appreciated.  More 

details to come in November.                                                        Marilyn MacArthur 

 

 to our New Members 

VIVIAN BENTON          CAROLINE BRAYLEY         CAMILIA FLOWER 

      GEORGETTE TEMME                        PEGGY WHITE 

COMMUNITY SERVICE   This month will be the last official collection of 

Patriotic fabrics (red, white, and blue) for our service project.  We could use white.  However, I will accept 

fabric at any time.  Any leftovers after our project is completed will be given to the North Hills QOV group.  

Star block kits will be available at both October and November meetings. 

                                                                                                                                     Betty Kania 

                                                        

PROGRAMS                                                           October Meeting – October 1, 2014 

We’ll see demos of an easy method of paper piecing – done right side up – developed by Lynn Graes during 

her years of quilting and making piecing easier.  Lynn and her daughter, Sarah Barnett, owners of Little Foot 

Quilt Shoppe in Evans City, will share this technique – and others – with us.  Don’t forget to check out their 

shop. 

                                                            November Meeting – November 5, 2014 

Bonnie Purcell will discuss the Quilts of Valor program and display some of the quilts made recently.  This is 

a wonderful lead-in to this year’s community service project for Quilts of Valor. 

                                                                                                                                            Loretta Crum 

 

SUNSHINE          A “Thinking of You” card was sent to Loretta Crum after her fall.   

          Elsie Richards                                                                                      


